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Foreword

This short study of the almost forgotten (but soon to be resurrected) area of southwest
Washington DC known as Buzzard Point grew out of a landmark nomination for the Buzzard
Point Power Plant researched and written in 2014 on behalf of the Southwest Neighborhood
Assembly. There was no dedicated study of the history of this curious neighborhood beyond its
very early years (after which chronicles of southwest Washington move to the more northerly
parts), and | decided to continue the work to fil
plant that part of our story has been given somewhat disproportionate attention but | have left it
that way; the information is interesting and useful. (Sections on the history of electrical power
generation in Washington and the design/construction company Stone & Webster have been
removed here but wildl be found in the nomination
Office.)
The supporting material used in this study has been deposited with the Historical Society of
Washington. The Capitol Riverfront BID and the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly
generously underwrote the expenses of printing this booklet, and Mr. Baubak Baghi helped
prepare the manuscript. | offer them my sincere thanks, as also to the institutions listed below.

lllustration sources: Library of Congress, Prints and Maps Division (LOC); Historical Society of
Washington, Kipplinger Library (HSW); National Defense University library, Special Collections
(NDU); National Archives, National Capitol Planning Commission (NARA); author (HMW)
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The Very Slight Rise and Later Decline of the Buzzard Point Neighborhood

The earliest history of Buzzard Point has been frequently chronicled and need only be
summarized here." That American Indians congregated at the area, as along other nearby
waterways, was shown by the discovery of their implements during improvements to the mouth
of the James Creek Canal in 1866.> The explorer John Smith recorded sighting the point in
1608. The land passed from its first colonial owner, George Thompson (from 1663) to Thomas
Notley (1671), and ultimately (1770) to Notley Young (west of James Creek, known as
Duddington Pasture®) and Daniel Carroll (east of the creek), major landowners in the new
Federal District.

With the unique government-private distribution of the newly-platted building lots in the
District, Massachusetts merchant James Greenleaf and two partners in 1793 purchased about
400 lots in southwest Washington from Young and 20 from Carroll for housing development.
Setting an example for other, hesitant speculators, George Washington bought four lots in
sqguare 667, the same square as todayb6és power plani

The area considered as Buzzard Point originally extended from both banks of the
confluence of the Potomac and Anacostia (Eastern Branch) Rivers northward to N or M Street.*
The segregation of the land west of James Creek as the U.S. Arsenal removed that portion from
the popular concept of the neighborhood, and as the southernmost area deteriorated and lost its
housing stock the name came to be associated only with the barren area south of Q Street,
while the still-populated community north of Q tended to take the names of its larger public
housing projects. Here we will use the name Buzzard Point only for the area east of Ft. McNair
and south of Q. The neighboring territory east of South Capitol was only vaguely included in
Buzzard Point and that usually in planning documents i the 1946 development plan, for
example T it being more usually tied to the Navy Yard by locals.

A word must be said also regarding the memorabl
Point o mar ked t habouklsT3rpublished by@®ugostnp Heonfan and most later
ones” -- clearly an indication of its fauna. An Evening Star article of 1894 refers to the Point as

Aifor many years the roost of i mmense members of t
point der i\ dlsecdrrecsnameasBazzadd Point, although it has always been varied
as Buzzards Point and (more commonly and i mprobab!

This peculiar name has regularly attracted uncomplimentary attention, leading to satire and
occasional proposals to find a more genteel moniker. On news that the Point was being called
Greenleafdés Point, an early resident declared: i
and more becoming this lovely scene whhere wed th
National Park and Planning Commission entertained a similar proposal in its remaking of the
areain1932” A published suggestion of 2013 (AThe Pointc¢
traditionalists.

T
e

A thorough and convenient account is that of Brian Kraft, Old Southwest; see also Evening Star, 21 Dec 1901, p.
32; 30 July 1916, p. 48. This report is taken from these sources unless otherwise referenced. For more detailed
studies, see Evening Star, 17 Apr 1910, p. 10; Clark, Greenleaf and Law . . .; and Arnebeck, Through a Fiery Trial.
2 Evening Star, 20 Dec 1866, p. 3.
® Duddington was the name of the earlier Carroll estate, which covered much of southern Capitol Hill.

* See, for example, such a reference in Nat. Republican, 13 May 1876, p. 1. The new elementary school

(predecessor to the Syphax School) on O Street was described as being at Buzzard Point (Evening Star, 28 Jan

1871, p. 4). NCPPC planners of the 1920-30s included all blocks south of M.

5Duhame|, fiAnal oston | sl and?o; Evening Star, 3 Dec 1894, p. 1 4
6EveningS’[ar,SFeb1894,p. 17. iNo buzzeahdseanewd (Evening StEenngStarp July 191
17 Apr 1910, p. 20 says it was cal | @&dnnamBdl808 mapmepreducBdbin nt 6 i n ¢
Kraft, Old Southwest, shows the name #AWi nd Mi Bukzar®PRointht ¢ t her e; al |l ot her
" For an example of satire, see Wash. Post, 22 July 1929, p. 16; (quotation) taken from Clark, Greenleaf and Law . . .,

guoted in Emery, @ Wa;grénaming proposa)NashsPost, A3Aus1832,p.14. iThe dwel | er s
down that way accept the name without protest, and not one of them suggested . . . that for the sake of euphony and

property values the name should be changedod¢ (Evening Star, 3




James Creek,? descending lazily from near the Capitol, entered the River in a wide mouth
exactly at the Point, bifurcating the land there. The somewhat distinct point west of the Creek
was for a while called AYoungb6s Pointalemabdbmsits o
Pointo after(navw meceerxd ooovmmeanl y. |fiGhissmanekthataf Point 0)
appeared in the 1861 Boschke map and subsequent Baist maps. After the U.S. Arsenal
(todayds Ft. Mc Nair) took the entbecameanottma west of
popular name. The eastern point remained Buzzard Point.
Mercantile activity around Buzzard Point, envisioned by Washington and planned by
L6Enfant, never occurred. T h € waremot puilt@drmic ks of t he
Gr e e n lneTaMetnst y  BYwsdt indompleged and derelict. A problem with this plan was
that the area i swampy if not pestilential i became too shallow for good harborage.* In spite of
recurrent dredging, incoming ships avoided Buzzard Point as they approached the Navy Yard
into the twentieth century.*? Inland building lots at the Point sold for 2 or 3 cents/front foot in
1800, while speculation drove waterfront lots as high as $8/front foot, but this soon dropped to 1
cent and $1-2 respectively. In 1910 selling price of the same lots stood at almost the same: 4
cents and 90 cents-$2.13
In 1804 the government sited tHemoang@lllandwestenal at
of James Creek from general commercial and residential use. A Federal penitentiary was
constructed within the grounds in 1831, leading the low area at the mouth of the Creek (outside
the Arsenal area) to bbBocal Aed fiPrpaltgntibheymivddy .
Creek was straightened, enclosed within stone retaining walls, and connected to the
Washington City Canal in 1866, apr oj ect env i s i.'d The thstlwoyk ndt6ngn f a n t
i mproved t he ¢ aandabdded20 aceedf funh land t© the Point and the Arsenal,
but helped fiabate the nuisance in the shape of an
and Buzzard Point . . . Residents escaped the usual sickness originating from the marsh last
seas@B8n. o
Not canal, wharves nor Arsenal™’ brought prosperity to Buzzard Point, nor in fact to the
sout hwestern quadrant of the District, which by t

|l7

8Origi nally St. James Cr eek, s hofthe Bistrietdn honor ofidnzesi&eedeafi n t he ear |
accordlng (speculatively?) to Evening Star, 21 Dec 1901, p. 32

® There were three constructed in the general area of Buzzard Point by 1803 and another, larger one in the 1820s;
see Kraft, Old Southwest, pp. 13, 26.

% In the area of the development earlier planned but not built by Carroll to the east of James Creeki A Car r ol | sbur go
AA number of houses were projected, s ome -fifished statecfellmtof i ni shed,
decay, after having been occupied by naedgHowsess.) and | ow whit eso

YA contemporary writer attributed this to contractors dumping dredge mud from the canal into the nearby Anacostia
(Evening Star, 23 Feb 1874, p. 1). In 1883 President Arthur and his party were grounded for several hours on the bar
gEvenlng Star, 21 July 1883, p. 1).

Wrote | andowner Thomas Law in 1804, arguing for constructio

. etc. may be conveyed from the Potomack to the Navy-yard on the Eastern Branch [via the canal] without taking
thecwcunousand hazardous route by Turkey Buzzard point, which req

Evenlng Star, 17 Apr 1910, p. 20. Squares and lots were designated which were mostly under wateri iwat er | ot s 0o

T and found initial buyers. It would be interesting to learn what happened to the ownership of these non-existent lots.
The southernmost squares were the only ones below Q with the more narrow rowhouse-sized building lots i the
squares above T Street (except Square 661, with little residential Augusta Street down its center) all had much larger
Iots Perhaps those lower squares were platted later, when building practices had changed.

There had earlier been some artillery mounted at the tip of the Point.

®In spite of a completed canal being shown on virtually all commercial maps of the District printed before that time,
and whichseemtohave copi ed from each other and wultimately the LOENnf a
Boschke and military topographical maps confirm that James Creek remained only that until 1866, and that (a few
careless cartographers notwithstanding) it did not connect with the canal system.

Evemng Star, 22 June 1866, p. 1; 20 Dec 1866, p. 3; 21 Dec 1901, p. 32. The 1866 work also created the sea wall
along the eastern tip of Greenleaf Point. Besides the latter article, a good history of the Arsenal will be found in
Evening Star, 17 Apr 1932, p. 82. The masonry wall below P Street contained only the west side of the canal,
accordlng to a very detailed account in Evening Star, 17 Dec 1887, p. 1, and later photos.

" For many years a marsh and unbridged creek/canal separated the neighborhood from the Arsenal; the still-
standing brick walla | on g Ft .origMa &hsterrrbdundary was built in the very late 1920s, judging from



for its isolation from the rest of the city.’®* A Fr om t he Navy IldhgthedEasteenst war d a

Branch to Greenleafds Point was a wild strietch o
and the stouring of brick kilns, o iCricwatpered® an el
A careful study of the area published in 1910 found no history of buildings there before 1830
except Asome simple wharves and shacks along the
a railroad project in 1859 stated that @Athe condi:
eyesorefort he | ast quar? Acoundfstracturesimttie ity pnadeé by
Montgomery Meigs in 1853 found exactly eight frame houses and one shop in all of Buzzard
Point (below Q Street).?* There was no passageway over the Creek/canal below N Street,?
and so no direct access to the Arsenal.
Newspaper references to the Buzzard Point community from the mid-nineteenth century
mostly pertain to: stray farm animals; crime; drowning and boating accidents; boats stolen, lost
or sunk; illegal fishing and swimming; hunting (duck, pigeon, rabbit) and concomitant shooting
accident s. The riverbank was a popular spot for
baseball and bowling games, and for illegal prize fights. The only (legal) businesses mentioned
wer e rilai Mg ihoused and #aTheféwdegstriptiors of areakhougireg radge
from fia neat I|little frame housed to fAan unsightly
found in the water off the Point.
The rural life of the area i certainly not unique in the District of that time but even then
notableii s il lustrated by an account of a river pleas
the Arsenal Point and entered the Anacostia River, the attention of those on board was directed
to the daring aquatic feats of a faded gray horse and two curs, evidently pertaining to the lik

f
d

denoted Buzzarddés Point, into which they were per
bare heels owned by a codlinginabbrevi at ed overall, alrs@® a Buzzardds
The 1866 draining of the James Creek mar sh, whi c

occupancy by buil di%agcemplished little is thai |ns. ,A swveycof District
buildings conducted by the Water Department in 1875 listed 36 residences (of which 7 were
brick), 8 fishantieso and 6 businesses in the neig
brickyard, a stoneyard, a factory, two slaughter-houses, and one shop.?® These structures were
concentrated along South Capitol and First Streets. Detailed maps (Boschke 1861, Barnard
1865, Sachse 1884, Hopkins 1893, Baist 1903 and later) never show more than a scattering of
mostly frame buildings there.
The Police Census of 1894 (the earliest reported) found 323 inhabitants living south of Q
Street (including the south side of Q)?" i 117 whites and 146 blacks, generally living side-by-
side in the same squares. Contemporary accounts depicting the community as largely black

representations in the Baist maps. No source consulted, including census records of occupations, gives any

indication that the Arsenal gave work to the nearby community in the way the Navy Yard nurtured its neighborhood.

18 S0 labeled on the Boschke map of 1861.

¥Ysunderl and , Bryan, fi Wa Rdrords gf the @olurlsa Histori€ah Sowriety] vbl.c6, CHSn

Washington DC. 1902.

20Respectively: Evening Star, 17 Apr 1910, p. 20; 12 Feb 1859
been entirely neglected by the corporate authorities, perhaps because . . . there has been no real demand for its due

i mprovement®t arEvelnd nggpr 1859, p. 2); fia port i oeninpStar,Washi ngt or
Nov 1859, p. 2); fithis portion of Washington, so eligible fo
theplague6 ( Evening S&8&p.1l). 22 June 1

%l See Kraft, Old Southwest.

2 Kraft (p. 26) found a notice of a bridge at S Street in 1844 but it did not appear in later maps.

= Although much is made of brickyards in the area i which had the largest concentration in the District -- most of

them were located outside of Buzzard Point as | define it here, along South Capitol north of Q or in nearby Southeast.

Lumbaryards also figure in contemporary accounts, perhaps informal ones (see, e.g., Evening Star, 22 May 1917, p.

15); only one appeared in City Directories below Q Street.

24 Evening Star, 26 June 1860, p. 3.

% Evening Star, 20 Dec 1866, p. 3.

% Kraft, Old Southwest.

2 Including those on the south side of that street, somewhat inflating the number compared to these below taken

from the decennial census.




(AHere is a colony of colored peo.pdneérunsande f ami | i e
scows on the river ;o fAthe point is inhabi)fed by n.
probably refers to the area between M and Q.

The isolated and rural quality of the area was as evident then as now. The detailed maps of
infrastructure improvements included in the 1880 Engineer Annual Report show that not one
type of civic work i pavement, gas lines, water mains, sewers, trolley, schools, police or fire
stations, even street trees i extended south of M Street.

The Washington Post 6s reporter RusWeyVysolGraysiifisvdsthhagt
neighborhood in 1886 and has left a charming picture of this long-lost community. Having
walked southon 1* Streetpast fia varying succession of houses &
aboutt hree bl ocks of fAmiserable hovelso south of M ¢
to gently slope downward as it left the last cluster of houses.

It [1% Street] is bordered on either side by true market gardens in the highest state of cultivation. One
no longer wonders where the celery comes from: here are whole squares given up to its culture. The
fields are interspaced with orchards of small fruit trees and occasionally these miniature farms have
buildings set back from the road and profusely surrounded with chickens, stables and farm implements.
[He compared this peaceful scene to Holland.] Some of the architecture about Buzzard Point is peculiar.
It cannot be described by any of the familiar terms of architecture. One of its marked features is lattice
work. The more lattice work and picket fence the more the owner is looked up to in the community.

[ He noted a fimost curious habitationd hidden at the |
the famous fertilizer factory, to be discussed later. On returning northward he found South Capitol Street
quite different from the bucolic Point:] South Capitol has brick kilns instead of market gardens.

[Following this enjoyable excursion, Gray summarized his observations:] | do not believe that five
strangers a month ever find their way into this extreme southern end of town, and | hope | will not be
accused of lack of pride in the growth of the city when | say that a real-estate boom probably never set
foot among the long levels of that section.”

The 1900 census counted 231 persons (many of them children) living south of Q Street,
almost exactly divided between black and white and generally on the same blocks, almost all
along the eastern streets. A number of the whites were immigrants. By far the most common

occupationswere:gar dener / farmer, day | aborer, carpenter,

school 6 is also commonly seen. Bookkeeper, firem

exceptional. A certain number lived on boats T not the yachtsmen of today but those of the

workingclass. An el derly man who had |Iived on his boat at

heatstroke in 1909,% and the 1940 census listed no fewer than ten white people living on

houseboats, including one whose occupation was nf|
il am assured by an old resident who made a rece

was almost impossible for him to recognize places familiar to him in boyh o o4 . o
Grayo6s wishful descripti orccaurdtsoltled®BloOsamthisr ast s s ha
probably indicates a severe decline in the fortunes of the neighborhood:

Travel down among the mar ket gardens anlfiondgbes unti |l | e«
down that way he finds that some streets change into dusty and muddy roads, narrow and crooked, only
foot paths and [sometimes] not even so much improved as that. There are acres and acres of land
overgrown with weeds i weeds as tall as a man i dense, tangled masses of them. Around the junction of
Potomac Avenue and Half Street the weed jungle really begins and continues southward. A roadway the
name of which is not known -towpeogi et whot | andlesess nf t b mt W
itself in the weeds. (Evening Star, 3 Aug 1912, p. 11, abridged)

8 Critic-Record, 30 Aug 1886, p. 3; Nat. Republican, 30 Aug 1884, p. 3.

®Wash. Post, 21 Nov 1886anper7, salarivéggdstr@mAge thing on Buz
July 1916, p. 48).

%0 Wash. Post, 11 Aug 1909, p. 4.

Rives, fA0ld Families and Housesod.



In going down in the land of old Carrollsburg one may turn to the south from N Street. You will walk
under one of the finest arcades of elms in the city. If you pass south down Half Street your way will be
bordered by houses until you come to O Street. After that your way will be dusty and shadeless.
Dwellings become sparse and there are wide stretches of garden lands, abandoned brick lands and
ruined brick-making plants and fields of weeds between them, but close to the tip of that strange country
there is a cluster of little homes and a store, and within a few feet of the point stands a dwelling with a
little garden of carefully tended flowers and there a pleasant family finds comfort, happiness and health.
It is the southernmost home in Washington. (Evening Star, 30 July 1916, p. 48, abridged; the article
includes a photo of the house and the family.*)

As Buzzard Point failed to establish a place in the larger society of the growing city its
geographic and economic isolation attracted thoughts for new uses for the area. The most
novel of these related to trash disposal. In 1865 municipal scavengers simply deposited night
soil into the James Creek Canal; Buzzard Point was appointed one of the two new sites for such
refuse, and a small dump depot was built on S Street.** No one lived there except the
commandant of the Arsenal, who fruitlessly complained. This annoying facility was joined in

1881 by the fertilizer factory of Mr. H. Clay Jones,makerof AJonesd Prolific Guan
rendered animal carcasses)ia pl ace, noted the neighbors, fAvery
reputaton, ot her haulers began routinely dumping manu
nearby.*

Jones 6 rmywas feplacdd by that of C. B. Jewell by 1888, whose facility at Half and
W saw regular inspections by t he rdortory&Bso. (dtthea | t h Of |
same |l ocation), burned in 1900 and was nulira- repl ac
modern fertilizer plant, builtatth e very bottom of South Capitol in 1
the river via the gutter of South Capitol St r e mdraifully burned after three years, and the
company then relocated to the far side of the Anacostia.* Unfortunately, it was replaced by a
munic;g)algarbagereductionplant(of the new ABrown furnaceo type) w
1896.

Dumping and rendering were not the only olfactory and health threats relegated to this
unloved part of town. The new (1899) sewer system included an outfall running into the Canal.
fiThese sewers carry a | arge vol ume doafy.8delwage into
galling annoyance was the official designation of the wharf on South Capitol Street as the point
from which dead animals, collected by city contractors from the streets, were shipped to
rendering plants now moved to Giesboro (in DC) and Virginia. City inspectors visited the wharf
in 1893 and reported finding Atwo dead horses on
swollen and odorous; also an accumulation of bones partially covered by putrid flesh and giving
off an offensive stench; [the next week] five dead horses . . . basking in hot sun, swollen and
odorous; [the nextday]fi ve dead horses on boat, gr%®atly swoll e

% Other photos of old houses at Buzzard Point will be found in: Evening Star, 6 Feb 1927, p. 78; and 7 Sept 1930, p.

85. The Historical Society of Washington holds a number in its collection.

¥HiThis section has become a p | callecéed fooin allgparte @& theDistrict bypartes t f or man
who shipped it twice a year to farmers down the Potomac. Heaping it up in large piles during the summer and winter,

it was left to rot until the shippingseasoni s pri ng and f al |l o r{iHBiskittofColutnbid i cer 6s Repo
Commissioners Annual Report, 1879, p. 131).The other was at 17" Street on the Potomac (Evening Star, 17 Oct

1873, p. 4).

34 Evening Star, 27 Nov 1865, p. 2; Nat. Republican, 11 May 1881, p. 4.

% Critic-Record, 25 Sept 1888, p. 4; Evening Star, 7 Nov 1893, p. 6; Evening Times, 5 June 1896, p. 2; Wash Post,

14 Aug 1893, p. 8; 5 May 1900, p. 1. The National Ssatnd rtya rtyi o ha,c twirtyh diolneer ge bri
a minor effort by Paul J. Pelz, who had just designed the majestic Library of Congress building (Wash. Post, 23 Oct
1892, p. 10).

36 Health Officer Report, in District of Columbia Commissioners Annual Report, 1895, pp. 14-15, and 1896, p. 371,

which includes a fine photo and sectional drawing of the plant.

3" Evening Star, 17 Jan 1899, p. 11. AThe Districtds sewage stationodo sat just &
Times, 29 Sept 1911, p. 1).

% Evening Star, 5 Aug 1893, p. 4.



One can be dismayed but not surprised to see regular advertisements from about this
peri od: fFI®ORuUrBUsihdss Objectionable to Your Neighbors? Then buy on
Buzzards Point, 1S t , S W; 10,000 f®8et for sale cheap. o

The ancient problem of the James Creek Canal (At
aftert he J a me s1866 widemikg@ursd improvement barges could only travel as far north
as P Street (where it measured 60 feet wide and 10 feet deep at low tide);* the Canal seems to
have never contributed materially to the areabs d
summari zed its broken promises: AThis open sewer,
fatal to the health and creates a frightful mortality in this vicinity . . . The canal will never be of
any considerable value to commerce or business, inasmuch as it is too narrow and shallow to
all ow the passage of any vessel |l arger . : . than
The canal was filled in as far south as G Street by 1903, from G to N Streets by 1911, and
southward to P in 1916. The Evening Star (1911) wondered if the section below P, with its
Apicturesque popisksii lbil tei ednmen d i atl i duyards, sanilt her e be
and gravel dumps and bri ck wo Thetsstpontienavastugellasc oul d b
a city dump until 1930, when the Corinthian Yacht Club, moving to the DC shore from Virginia,
received permission to fill it in when it created its new yacht basin.**

As the canal failed in its purpose, so also died the idea of useful harborage at the Point.
The last recorded suggestion of this type dated from 1859 (the terminal of a proposed cargo
steamship line).** From this time on work on the river along the Point aimed to facilitate water
traffic past Buzzard Point i to the Navy Yard. The Eastern Branch channel was dredged in
1876, 1883, and almost continuously in 1903-13. These projects also allowed the government
to fill in the flats on both sides of the Anacostia. The 1908 project no doubt dismayed the local
b o y Bar maiy years [the] beach extending from Buzzards Point . . . was a favorite bathing
pl ace. The deepening of the channel has totally
bank ilsbove a fifteen-foot depth of water. Navigation beacons lit the re-formed channel after
1912.

Another early proposal for Buzzard Point was railroad use. Such a suggestion 1 linking the
inland areas of the city to the Anacostia via rail rather than canal i was first made in 1851 and
againin1859. These were followed by rail ¥dawithedryans in t1
other such development plan, proponents believed the innovation would bring purpose to the
neighborhood and a rise in property values (and hence in taxes), and such announcements did
lead to occasional, and short-lived, land-speculation.

Other projects also were mooted: a private factory, more federal munitions facilities, an
enlarged sewage pumping station, a trash incinerator, an airport, a park, an extension of the
Botanical Garden, a public beach for blacks, and a relocat i imanwhelestle f or t h
market, displaced by the new National Archives building.”® The McMillan Commission Plan
confined its recommendations regarding the Potomac-Anacostia waterfront to more wharves
backed by an elevated road (pp. 83-84) and even that was not clearly intended to include the

39 Wash. Herald, 11 Feb 1909, p. 10.

0 The work is minutely described in Evening Star, 22 June 1866, p. 1.

“1 Evening Star, 22 June 1866, p. 1; 25 Feb 1896, p. 1; 16 Apr 1911, p. 20; 11 June 1916, p. 26; 22 Feb 1930, p. 16.
The 1911 article descri bes -Bralzectdr.d. cdivaerad with market gérdensqandarmatl t , s e mi
or ¢ h a Thk 493DBaist map shows the section south of S Street still not filled in; perhaps this was the part used
b?/ the yacht club and the P-S stretch had been eliminated in an intermediate project.

4 Daily Union, 15 Feb 1848, p. 3; Evening Star, 13 Apr 1859, p. 2. The suggestion was resurrected briefly in 1929
and later, as will be described.

4 Evening Star, 21 July 1883, p. 1; 17 Nov 1903, p. 15; 2 Apr 1905, p. 10; 20 Oct 1908, p. 18; Wash. Times, 30 Sept
1911, p. 5; 3 Aug 1912, p. 12; 17 Apr 1913, p. 15.

a4 Daily National Intelligencer, 17 Nov 1851, p. 3; Evening Star, 12 Feb 1859, p. 2; 23 Feb 1874, p. 1; 16 Aug 1890, p.
6.

5 (Factory) Wash. Post, 12 Nov 1909, p. 16; Wash. Times, 13 Nov 1909, p. 5; (munitions) Wash. Times, 13 Sept
1916, p. 1; (sewage) Evening Star, 17 Dec 1887, p. 1; (incinerator) Wash. Post, 22 Jan 1928, p. M1; (airport) Evening
Star, 3 July 1929, p. 26; (park) Evening Star, 16 May 1916, p. 6; (Bot Gard) Evening Star, 6 Dec 1925, p. 4; (beach)
Afro-American, 13 June 1925, p. 1; (market) Wash. Post, 21 Jan 1928, p. 1.



Point. Note that during this entire period Buzza
Street formed a dead-end 1 the initial (and current) South Capitol Street (Douglass) Bridge was
built in 1950.
These plansgrewagainst a background of the steady deterio
community base. If the population below Q Street stood at 231 souls in 1900, it had dropped to
185 in the 1920 census (89 white, 96 black), 87 in 1930 (39-48), and finally 34 in 1940 (19-15).
The recorded occupations remained humble ones, fd]
still showed a sprinkling of immigrants and more exalted professions i bookkeeper, telephone
girl, machinist (at the Navy Yard), several fire- and policemen, and gravedigger. The last years
included the steward of the nearby Corinthian Yacht Club.* Although the racial mix remained
impressive the addresses show somewhat greater residential separation. The ten persons
living on houseboats in 1940 were all white. City Directories from the late 1910s show no
businesses and many vacant buildings below Q.
A visitor of 1930 reported the area still dominse
aerial photos of about the same period show tidy plots with occasional houses, a few brick and
of some substance.”’

The Planned (and Unsuccessful) Industrialization of Buzzard Point

As the old gardening community declined a consensus grew that the best use of the Point was
industrial. The new (1920) system of zoning provided a perfect vehicle for this. The
Washington Chamber of Commerceds Zoning Committee
industrial and second-commercial zones, and included all of Buzzard Point below M Street in
the former category.”® Pr ess art i ctllees cwm&kres odf fiproperty at Bu:
eager discussion with planners.

Sensitive to the disuse of the area and the need for an industrial section in the District, the
National Capital Park and Planning Commission*® charged its staff engineer, Capt. E. N.
Chisolm, Jr. to study the possibiliti i &arCollegEhi sol m
to Navy Yardo was presented to t HeandGavwdasthesi on at
basis for the industrialization of Buzzard Point.

Chisolm began by noting that Buzzard Point (the entire section south of M Street)
represented Athe only undeveloped, cheap priced a
the range of par k or ° btwashewveaisting rafread teacks sermirg the . 0
Navy Yard, the current landowners were favorable to development, and it had been already

tagged for more intensive use in NCPPCbs planning
confidenti al railroad study. o | tnt[of]esdtabie fatilides onl y a
for interchange of water and railroad commerce, 0

To achieve this plan, he proposed: improvement and further construction of the bulkhead; river
dredging; construction of transit sheds and railroad freight stations; new railroad lines; a new
service street 150 feet wide; and a bridge crossing the Anacostia River from Q Street.

The NCPPC pursued this plan through 1930°? and approved a proposed rail plan at its
October 1931 meeting. Congress passed the ABuzzards [sic] Poi
1932. The tracks were laid later that year.>®

46 Among the last of these residents was Charles Hunt, a veteran who lived with his brother Thoma s i n-ramm fit wo
shacko and died in a f itimeBuiazard Pbisedsytheir sisfepGerdrude lmad diey fifttea years
earlier also in a fire. They all lived near the very tip of the Point. (Wash. Post, 3 Feb 1937, p. 5)

47 (Visitor) Evening Star, 7 Sept 1930, p. 84; (photos) from the Special Collections of the National Defense University
library.

“8 Evening Star, 11 Aug 1920, p. 15.

9 | ater changed to the National Capital Planning Commission.

50 And will be found the minutes, in the National Archives, Record Group 328, Entry 1.

fiLand that has been dormant for many yearso.

52 See, for example: Wash. Post, 22 Sept 1930, p. 18; Evening Star, 23 Oct 1932, p. 3.

%3 Wash. Post, 29 June 1932, p. 16.



Railroad lines to the Point were the first requisite for its industrialization i new zoning was
the second. A request for change of zoning classification from residential to industrial 90-foot D
was presented to the Zoning Commission by PEPCO in June 1932, covering only the area of
the companyods pr opos e d”tpWaeeStreets) battwasdater am@nded oV , 2
take in the entire Buzzard Point area south of P Street. At its October 1932 meeting the
Commi ssion (at the request of NCPPC) approved a r.
residential development of the Washington Sanitary Housing Corporation and the view from the
WarCol | Bge. o
With the important pieces in place, the District and its partners i the local landowners and

NCPPCi put out a Welcome sign for major industry to
Commission hopes industrial interests will center at Buzzards Point, turning the desolate area
into a thriving industrial zone. 0 The Washington

the Washington Real Estate Board already had initiated a joint project toward this end. NCPPC
hopefully organized a round-table conference of government and private players (announced by
Chisolm) to integrate its plans with a proposed Port of Washington Authority. The Commission
heard testimony suggesting a more Adignifiedod nam
builders.*

This euphoria in the end did not result in a great deal of industrial development. Gulf
Refining Company built an oil and gasoline storage plant on the 1700 block of South
Capitol/Water Streetsin 1933.PEPCO6 s magni fi cent new ppratelypof pl ant
the same year, was the most enduring and significant construction resulting from this plan. A
iMap of South Washingtond prepared Afor proposed -
industrial concerns spotted to the north of Q Street and east of South Capitol but absolutely
none south of Q.*® Notes on a 1938 Baist map (in the Washington Historical Society) indicate
AfLeased to NCHA [ NationaliTEmpi HausHogsi ng Aquhoes:
661 and 663; the lasttwoarealsomar ked AHeuricho, the name of a | a

The only other new development the area attracted was the splendid new Corinthian Yacht
Club, displaced from its earlier site on the Virginia side of the Potomac by various river projects
to the mouth of the old canal, which the club itself now reshaped and deepened. The Evening
Starb6s enthusiasm for this project is stildl i nfec:
condition telling: fAGone are the abafdefunched rusti n
automobiles. Gone are the tin sheds of squatters and disreputable characters . . . The club
grounds are rounding rapidly into shape, roads are being built, a railway [for lifting boats from

the water] is being installed, provision is being made for ample parking, . . . what was once a
jungle of matted vines and scrub growth being cleared and made into a park. . . Buzzards Point
has had its head |lifted. o

The New, Desolate Buzzard Point

The NCPPC6s plans cannot be smiirudal BuzzarchPainte destr oye.
because it was rapidly disappearing in any case,® but they failed to establish the area as a
center for industrial use. More railroad tracks were laid in 1939 and 1942. Commented

¥ Wash. Post, 10 June 1932, p. 20; Evening Star, 24 Sept 1932, p. 17; Wash. Post, 12 Oct 1932, p. 16. As part of
the power plant project portions of Water and U Streets were also closed (see PEPCO documents in the NCPC
Planning Files; National Archives, RG 328, Entry 545-30, Box 52)

% (Quote) Evening Star, 23 Oct 1932, p. 3; (Assn/Bd) Wash. Post, 16 Feb 1930, p. 13; (conference) Evening Star, 1
Apr 1932, p. 36; (nhame) Evening Star, 22 July 1932, p. 17.

%6 (Gulf) Wash. Post, 25 Nov 1930, p. 4; 7 May 1933, p. 8; (map) NCPC Planning Files (National Archives, RG 328,
Entry 545-30, Box 52).

" Evening Star, 15 Nov 1930, p. 22.

%8 There surely was no resident population after 1940, and the lovely old house at the point itself, mentioned in
several news items as dating from 1800, can be seen burning in an aerial photo of the early 1930s (Special
Collections of the National Defense University Library)



Commission member Nolan on the latter occasion:i The area i s already becomi
spur tYRl&«sarmeads popul ati on ihadet pabpielived dndahtst?°o near

Ot her proposed uses, often distasteful, came and
wh ar f 0-pwned graveltplgnt, and that perennial losing-idea commercial and pleasure
wharves.®® A commercial (as opposed to members-only private) marina, Buzzard Point Boat
Yard, was established immediately south of the power plant in 1945; the Corinthian Yacht Club
lost the lease on its federally-owned location in 1964 for refusing membership to an African-

American applicant and disbanded, to be replaced by the James Creek Marina in 1991.% In
fact, through the 1940s and 650s most anedic paper i
boats (sales, repairs) and boating (regattas, club parties, drownings).

The venerable Hall 6s Res t1961, displaced bjmarbaerédnewab t he Poi
from its 7" and K Streets SW location, and is still remembered there by some; it closed in 1971.

During World War Il the area between Ft. McNair and 2™ Street, over Canal Street and the old
canal bed, was acquired from the District by the War Department and entirely covered with
wooden temporary government buildings, only demolished when the Fort expanded eastward in
1985 and again in 2004.

A developer purchased the land just southwest of the power plant (land owned by the
Corinthian Yacht Club, the ol d ikypardeldiacluRngant aur ant
auto junkyard) in 1967 for apartments. He engaged well-known local architect Cholthiel
Woodard Smith for the project but nothing came of it.®* The few scruffy small warehouses and
other miscellaneous buildings one encounters in Buzzard Point now i all north of the power
plant between South Capitol and First Streets, and a few others just south of Q Street i date
from the 1940-60s. Two large and intrusive office buildings adjacent to the river are from the
1970s.

90,000
Square Feet

N Industrially Zoned Ground

Buzzard's Point

About 300’ Frontage,
Anacostia River
Railroad Siding Possibilities
500" Frontage, Two Streets
11, Miles From U. S. Capitol
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Evening Star, 13 July 1946, p. B4

% ® NCPPC minutes, 19-20 Dec 1942.

% wash. Post, 14 Apr 1950, p. 21 has a photo of the census enumerator talking with residents of one of these boats,
WhICh appears to be more a yacht than a working vessel.

(Trash) Evening Star, 17 July 1934, p. 20; Evening Star, 16 Oct 1944, p. 18 (penal) Wash. Post, 26 Apr 1939, p.
15; (gravel) Wash. Post, 14 July 1940, p. 1; (wharves) Wash. Post, 9 Aug 1939, p. 13; Evening Star, 14 Apr 1946, p.
C5

(Corlnthlan) Wash. Post, 23 May 1964, p. Al; (James) Wash. Post, 21 Apr 1991, p. C17.

% Wash. Post, 5 Oct 1964, p. B1; 23 Aug 1967, p. B1.



Unidentified, 1841(NDU)
From an unsourced, poor copy; this early map shows the topography and marshes.
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Jarvis stereograph, photographed southward from the Capitol dome(HB8H
The earliest photograph of Buzzard Point, in the central distance
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Aerials 2
1928(NDU)

Mid-1930s(NDU)

After 1950(NDU)
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